
Beekeeping  
in Kenya     

Myths,  
Realities,  

&  
Lessons  
Learned  



Tonight, weôll cover: 

ÅContext: The KiReeco /LCBA project  
 

ÅLiving conditions in rural Kisii   
 

ÅAfrican bees ï the hype v. the reality  
 

ÅTeaching beekeeping in Kisii  
 

ÅSetting up the wood shop & training 
workers  
 

ÅKireeco /LCBA Memorandum of 
Understanding  

 

 



Kisii  Rural Education & 
Empowerment Coalition ( KiReeco )  

Above, KiReeco  Director Wilma Sofranko  
at LCBAôs February 2014 Meeting;  
right, first 4 recipients of KiReeco   
hive microfinancing  



Map by Kenya Democracy Project  



Kisii  ñShambas ò ~ Small Farms 



Honey (Kenya One Village One Product Program).  One kilogram  

(2 pints) of honey sells for approx  $6 to 9 in Kenya ï for about $16 here  



LCBAôs Volunteers:  
 Vice President Dave Gaston  

Above, Dave demonstrates how a  
Langstroth  hive box works  



Thad Stelzner  
CC Welding Grad  



Weight Allowance:  
Two 50 lb. bags to check; 27 lbs. carry -on  



From Nairobi  
 

to Kisii  

Crossing the  
Great Rift Valley  



ñSalvador Dali Coffeeò  
(FunnyPictures.picphoto.net)  



Transportation  
in Kenya . . .  

But paved roads  
are not the normé 



Transportation  
in Kenya, Part 2  

Above, driving cattle  
along a muddy road;  
right, a ñpiki  piki ò  

station  



Our Home Base:  
St. Theresaôs  
Secondary 

School; below, 
founder Theresa 

Orina  

A private, Catholic  
high school  
 for teens  
who have  
l ost one  

or both parents  



Traditional  
Kisii   

Song &  
Dance  

St. Theresaôs  
School  



Theresaôs ñBusy Beesò at KiReeco  
Organic Farming Expo  



Where We Lived  



Our Rooms  



After the  
ñShort Rainsò 



Drinking Water & Laundry  



Paradoxes of 
Technology  


